
 

  SUNDAY, DECEMBER  21, 2014 - 10:00 a.m. 
 

Advent IV 
 

Prelude Medley of Carols 

Welcome  

Church Life Reminders (Announcements) - Celebrations 

Joys and Concerns 

Special Music:   

O Come Little Children 

There Was A Child In Galilee           MV134 (see insert) 

Call to Worship (standing - responsively) 

 

One: First-born of Mary and Joseph from Nazareth, born 

lowly, yet born to be the Savior, Savior of the world: 

All: may all nations see the Savior's face, the face that 

loves us into justice and sharing. 
One: Savior of the church: 

All:  may we who are disciples see the Savior's face, 

the face that loves us into community. 

One: Savior of the human heart; 

All: may each of us see the Savior's face, the face that 

loves us into compassion.  

   

Carol: Once In Royal David's City                VU62 

 

The Prayer of Approach (standing) 

 

WE LIGHT THE CANDLE OF LOVE 

 

(as the first candle is lit) 

On the first Sunday of Advent we lit a candle for Hope 

(as the second candle is lit) 

Our second candle was lit for Peace 

(as the third candle is lit) 

Our third candle was lit for Joy. 

This week we light our candle for the last Sunday of Advent, the 

candle for Love. 

(the fourth candle is lit) 

This is the Love we search for: 

the Love that gives without counting the cost, 

the Love that weaves compassion and justice together, 

the Love that endures when the going is rough, 

the Love that was revealed in the life and sacrifice of Jesus, 

the Love that lights up the family circle, 

the Love that searches out and defines our faith community, 

Love that hugs a family close, 

Love that shows itself in caring and  

encouragement at work and school, 

Love that breaks out in laughter, 

and is felt in the silence of friendship, 

Love within us 

Love around us, 

Love that builds us up, 

a Love that shines out as we act for the  

powerless and the innocent, 

and work for a world renewed 

in the spirit of Christ. Amen. 

 

Singing Together: Hope Is a Star            VU 07 (versus 1-4) 
 

Prayer of Confession (seated - responsively) 

One: Look into Mary's face; see the reluctance, feel the 

anxiety. Why should she be the one to bear this 

awesome child? 

All: When we are called on to pursue the unforeseen 

yet faithful task, how do we respond? 
One: Look into Mary's face; see the uncertainty, feel the 

fear. Why should she be the one to bear this child of 

God? 

All:  When we are called on to venture out in new 

ways, how do we respond? 

One: Look into Mary's face; see the growing trust, feel the 

acceptance. Why should she not be God's servant? 

All: When we are called on to respond confidently 

and to work whole-heartedly, how do we 

respond? 

 

Time of silence  ... 

 

 

 

Assurance of Pardon (seated-responsively) 

One: Put the uncertainty, the lack of trust, and the lack of 

confidence behind you. The past no longer holds you 

in its grip. 

All: We are resolved to go forward as faithful 

servants of God. 

One: As trusted servants, God will support you and you 

will experience God's peace. 

All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

WE PRESENT OUR OFFERING 

  

Offertory Verse: Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow.                                  
                                                                                                   

Praise God from whom all  blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 Thomas Ken 1637-1710 

 

Prayer of Dedication (standing) 

Anthem:      Invocation For Advent   By: Besig & Price 

    

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 

 

Story, The First Christmas Night 

Singing Away in a Manger      VU69  

(The children may leave for their Sunday School Class) 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Luke 1: 26-38              (Pew Bibles p 831) 

 

One:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Congregational Response (standing)          Refrain VU 38 (X2) 

Glo-------ri - a, in ex – cel - sis De – o! 

Glo-------ri - a, in ex – cel - sis De – o! 

Sermon:   GOD'S MESSAGE TO MARY 



OUR RESPONSE 

Carol:  The Holly and the Ivy               (see insert)                           
                                                                                        
Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord's Prayer (said together) 

                                  

THE SENDING FORTH 

Carol:   Good King Wenceslas             (see insert)                                                

                                                               

Commissioning (standing - responsively) 
One: Go with joy! 

All: We are ready to welcome God's Most Precious 

One. 

One: Go with peace! 

All:  We are prepared to welcome the Prince of Peace. 

One: Go with hope! 

All: We understand that from darkness, light will 

shine forth. 

One: Above all, go with love! 

All: We realize that God's love in Christ, is for us, 

and for all humankind. 

 

The Benediction (standing) 

Congregational Response (standing) 

May God’s blessing surround you each day 

As you trust him and walk in his way   

   May his presence within          

             Guard and keep you from sin,   
Go in peace, go in joy, go in love                   

Go in peace, go in joy, go in love. 

Three-fold Amen (standing) 

Postlude  Medley of Carols 

  

 

 

  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Christmas Eve at Steveston United Church 

This service of carols and readings will begin at 7:00 pm. Join us 

as we LIGHT our way to Christmas. 

 
Well done! A variety of non perishable food items and 

$450.00 was delivered to the Richmond Food Bank. Thank you 

for your continuing support of this important feeding ministry. 

 
Statement of Income and Expenditures: 
November 30, 2014 - By Tracey Sakai, Treasurer 
 
Income (from all sources) Nov 2014 $23,744.00 
Expenditures, Nov 2014 $5,058.00 

Income Over Expenditures, Nov 2014   $18,486.00 

Year-to-Date Income (from all sources)    $142,769.00 

Year-to-Date Expenditures (11 months) $128,435.00 

November 30, 2014 Surplus      $14,334.00 

 
Coffee & Conversation is held on Thursdays at 10:00a.m. 

The group is growing in size and we are now having coffee & 

conversation in the church hall.  Everyone is welcome!!  

 

GOODIES ARE NEEDED for Sunday coffee after the 

service. All donations are appreciated!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEVESTON UNITED CHURCH 

3720 Broadway Street, Richmond, BC 

Phone: 604-277-0508 
Office Secretary – Fran Zukewich 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

E-mail: office@stevestonunitedchurch.ca 

Website: www.stevestonunitedchurch.ca 

 

DECEMBER 21, 2014 
ADVENT IV 

10:00 am 
 

We welcome all visitors who worship with us today. 

You are invited to join us for coffee fellowship  in the church 

hall immediately following the service. 

 

Pulpit Guest: Reverend Rick Taylor 

Organist: Tyler Fleming                     

Scripture Reader: Elias Verheyen 

Greeters / Offering Takers: Barbara Syred, Nelly Nicholson 

Newcomer Greeter: Sachi Shirakawa 

Flutist: Noah Verheyen 

Violinist:  Lorraine Grescoe, Ashley Wood 

 Hannah Kroeplin, Carissa Chiu 

Piano: Natalie Lo 

Trombone: Elias Verheyen 

 

Thanks to all who are participating in this morning’s service                
 

The Candle of Love 

 

mailto:office@stevestonunitedchurch.ca

