
 

  SUNDAY, JULY  13, 2014 - 10:00 a.m. 
 

The Fifth Sunday After Pentecost  

 

A service to mark the end of a Pastoral Relationship 
 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Prelude 

Welcome  

Church Life Reminders(Announcements) 

 Joys and Concerns 

 

  Call to Worship 
One:  The word bless is a big word. 

Two: Blessed are.... 

One: Happy are those.... 

 You're fortunate if.... 

Two: "Bless" is being grabbed and supported by God. 

One: The word bless is a big word: Blessed are....  

Two: Lucky are those..... 

One: You are a winner if.... 

Two:  "Bless" is one's fundamental status in God's eyes. 

One: The word bless is a big word: Blessed are.... 

Two: Approved are those.... 

One: You are accepted if.... 

Two: "Bless" is to have the right stuff in the eyes of the 

universe. 

Two: The word bless is a big word: Blessed are.... 

One: Fortunate are those.... 

Two: You are valued if.... 

One: "Bless" is to be what you are supposed to be. 

Two: The word bless is a big word: Blessed are.... 

One: Embraced are those.... 

Two: You are on the right track if.... 

One: "Bless is to be in line with God's will. 

Two: The word bless is a big word. 

One: Blessed are.... 

Two: Cherished are those.... 

 You are to be congratulated if.... 

One: "Bless" is to be gifted with the presence of God. 

All: Yes, the word "Bless" is a big word. 

 

Hymn:    Blest Are They                                                  VU 896              

Prayer(Responsive) 

All: In a world that tells us so many things about so many 

things about what is best and what is worst, what to 

believe and who to believe. Come to us, O Christ: 

God with us. 

 

 In a society often built on personalities, about who 

has power and who is without power, about who has 

worth and who is without worth, Come to us, O 

Christ: God with us. 

One: Come to us as Forgiver and Friend as Strength in our 

weakness and Hope in our darkness, Light for our path 

and Bearer of our burdens. 

All: Come to us as Bread and Wine, as the brokenness of 

love and the hands of healing, the promise of 

resurrection and the way to new life. 

One: Come to us as Seeker and Sought after, as 

Companionship on the journey and intimacy in our 

loneliness, hands that hold and arms that rock, 

All: Come to us, O Christ: God with us. 

One: For a church living in "challenging" times make us we 

pray a gracious and generous people, faithful into the 

future. 

All: Come to us, O Christ: God with us. Amen.  

                        

 WE LIGHT THE CHRIST CANDLE 

 

One: Jesus tells us that we are to be as light 

All: that you don’t put a light under a table but you put 

the light on a stand for all to see 

One: May we be light-bearers by our words and actions. 

All: May it be so.  Amen. 

 (Candle is lit) 

 

 

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 

 

Hymn: He's Got the Whole World                               (insert) 

Conversation: 

 

 WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

The Psalmist: Psalm 13                                     VU p. 734 

The Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23                  (Pew Bible p 794)                          

 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Anthem: Here I Am Lord                             By: Schutte 

WE PRAY 

Hymn: Open My Eyes, That I May See                      VU 371 

                                                    

Prayers of thanksgiving, prayers for others, ourselves, our 

prayers for the world. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

WE PRESENT OUR OFFERING 

 

Offertory Verse:  Praise God            VU 541(any language) 

Prayer  

TO MARK THE END OF A COVENANT 

Vic Euler, Board Chair 

The Disbanding of the Transition Team: 

Transition Team Members :Normal Favel, Dave Kosaka, Jane 

Liu, Ken Mogridge, Marlene Roberts, Peggy Wilkie and Jean 

McCutheon and Dan Kirkegaard our two presbytery 

representatives. 

One:   At the beginning of this interim ministry you promised 

to undertake this ministry with diligence and care. We 

thank each of you for your commitment to the interim 

process. And your guiding us as we worked on our 

congregational goals. And now we disband you as a 

Transition Team affirming our mutual ministry together 

"as we move together from this place."  

All: Amen. 

 

MARKING THE END OF A PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP 

Introduction-Marleen Soutar, Van. South Presbytery 

Our church, like any community, changes. Babies are born. 

Children grow up. Loved ones and friends grow old. 



People move into our community and church. Others leave us, 

moving on to new places, new experiences, and new 

opportunities. 

Let us not forget that the ministry in this place is Christ's 

ministry, entrusted to us as part of his Body. Our ministry 

belongs to Jesus and is ongoing. 

When a minister comes into our church, we covenant with one 

another; we promise to walk together as God's People, deepening 

our commitment to Jesus Christ and growing closer to God. 

God's covenant with us never changes, But our covenants with 

one another do change. 

On November 3, 2013 Steveston United Church, Vancouver 

South Presbytery and Randy Antle entered into a covenant of 

ministry. Randy Antle became the interim minister and with the 

transition team led the congregation in working on the specific 

interim ministry goals. 

To we acknowledge that this covenant entered a year ago has 

now come to an end. 

We mark this occasion by giving thanks for the life we have 

shared together in Christ. 

Prayer: (All) 

O god, we give you thanks for the time and the faith share in 

this community. We give you thanks for the faithful ministry 

of Randy Antle in our midst. We thank you for the worship, 

the learning, and the service that have been ours together. Be 

with us now as we mark the end of this relationship, and 

guide us by your Spirit into the next stage of our life with 

you. Amen. 

Hymn: One More Step Along the World I Go            VU 639 

Words of Releasing 

departing minister: 

I thank you, friends and members of Steveston United Church 

and Vancouver South Presbytery for the love and support you 

have shown me while I have ministered among and with you. I 

am grateful for the struggles, the surprises, and for the 

opportunities we have shared. I am grateful for the ways my 

leadership has been accepted. I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I 

have made. As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned 

here. 

 

congregation: 

We receive your thankfulness, offer our forgiveness, and 

accept that you are now leaving us to minister elsewhere. We 

are grateful for your time among us. We ask your 

forgiveness for our mistakes. Your influence on our faith and 

faithfulness will not leave us with your departure. We release 

you from your duties of ministry here in our midst, no longer 

turning to you as we have when you were in ministry among 

us. 

departing minister: 

I accept your thanksgiving and your forgiveness of me and I in 

turn forgive you. May our time together and our parting now be 

pleasing and acceptable to God. Further, I now release you from 

turning to me and depending on me. I encourage your continuing 

ministry here and will pray for you and for your new ministry 

personnel. 

Prayer:(All) 

Creator God, Holy One, Great Spirit of Mystery and Love, 

God of Covenant. We give thanks for remembered times 

when we together have shared the life of faith. We thank you 

for the moments we have shared in worship, in learning, in 

conversation, in prayer and in service. 

We pray that Randy will be aware of your guidance as he 

moves to a new ministry. We pray that your Spirit continues 

to influence Steveston United Church in the future. Bless the 

insights we have received by your grace during this mutual 

covenant, now ending. We pray for wisdom, healing, and 

abundant new life. May we move forward confident that you 

are with us in Christ we pray.  Amen. 

Hymn:  Bless Now, O God the Journey                      VU 633   

THE SENDING FORTH 

(from the Nov 3, 2013 Covenanting Service) 

Minister:  Go forth, linked with each other by God’s powerful 

possibilities.  Keep God at the center, honour and respect each 

other and move together from this place. 

All:  With God all things are possible.  Thanks be to God. 
  

Hymn And I will raise you up                  Refrain of VU 808 

 

Postlude 

 

STEVESTON UNITED CHURCH 

3720 Broadway Street, Richmond, BC 

Phone: 604-277-0508 
Office Secretary – Fran Zukewich 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

E-mail: office@stevestonunitedchurch.ca 

Website: www.stevestonunitedchurch.ca 

 

JULY 13, 2014 
SUNDAY SERVICE 

10:00am 
We welcome all visitors who worship with us today. 

You are invited to join us for coffee fellowship  in the church 

hall immediately following the service. 

 

Interim Minister: Randy Antle  

Organist: Tyler Fleming                

Scripture Reader: Elias Verheyen 

Greeters / Offering Takers: Paull & Elias Verheyen 

Flutist: Noah Verheyen 

 

Thanks to all who are participating in this morning’s service 
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